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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
1955. 

The  report  gives  detailed  information  of  the  statistics, 
including  vital  statistics  of  the  Urban  District  for  1955,  the 
vital  statistics  containing  details  of  births  and  deaths  and 
infectious  diseases.  Comparisons  are  made  with  previous 
years  and  with  England  and  Wales  where  appropriate.  The 
report  also  includes  information  on  the  general  provision  of 
health  services  in  the  area. 

The  work  of  the  sanitary  department  is  described  in 
detail  in  a  report  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
This  report  illustrates  well  the  variety  of  duties  which  that 
department  is  called  upon  to  perform. 

Each  new  year  brings  with  it  new  legislation  of  Public 
Health  control,  and  1955  has  been  no  exception.  Each  new 
statutory  power  increases  the  ability  of  the  Council  through 
the  Public  Health  Department  to  improve  and  protect  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  community;  it  also  increases, 
however,  the  number  of  problems  which  have  to  be  solved 
in  the  interpretation  and  administration  of  that  power.  The 
attention  of  the  appropriate  Committees,  and  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  during  the  year  has  been  directed  in 
the  main  towards  three  groups  of  Acts  or  Official  Statements. 
These  were  the  Public  Health  part  of  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council  Act,  1954;  the  various  circulars  on  Housing  dealing 
with  Slum  Clearance,  Housing  Subsidies  and  Slum  Clearance 
Compensation;  and  the  question  of  slaughtering  facilities, 
which  was  brought  into  discussion  by  the  publication  of  a 
Report  by  an  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughter¬ 
houses  presented  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

The  Derbyshire  County  Council  Act  (Part  VI),  certain 
sections  excepted,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1955. 
This  part  of  the  Act  contains  a  large  number  of  Public  Health 
powers  applying  to  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts.  Certain 
Sections  of  the  Act  were  to  come  into  force  on  an  appointed 
day  fixed  by  the  Council,  and  the  appointed  day  for  this 
Council  was  1st  October,  1955.  Part  VI  of  the  Act  covers 
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legislation  on  Sewers  and  Drains,  Conveniences,  Refuse, 
Verminous  Premises,  Buildings  and  Structures,  Nuisances, 
Infectious  Diseases,  Food  Animals  and  Meat,  Rivers  and 
Streams,  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  and  Medicated  Baths. 
Generally  speaking  the  changes  in  the  law  were  in  the 
nature  of  extensions  of  existing  powers,  but  Section  146  re¬ 
quiring  registration  by  the  Local  Authority  of  Hairdressers 
and  Barbers  was  a  new  development  and  perhaps  the  most 
controversial  of  all,  in  particular  with  regard  to  the  bye¬ 
laws  for  which  authority  was  given  under  the  Section.  The 
Public  Health  Department  feels  that  the  requirements  set 
out  in  the  suggested  bye-laws  could  be  admitted  to  be  normal 
desirable  practice  in  any  good  hairdresser’s  establishment. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  shown  in  this  and 
neighbouring  towns  in  an  official  report  by  an  Interdepart¬ 
mental  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  presented  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  to  Parliament 
in  July,  1955.  This  report  led  to  a  more  critical  examination 
of  the  present  slaughtering  facilities.  The  report  was  the 
first  official  indication  of  the  future  arrangements  for 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  in  the 
country,  and  its  recommendations  are  as  might  be  expected; 
a  compromise  between  the  present  relatively  uninhibited 
private  enterprise  arrangements  of  several  thousand  small 
slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  500  publicly 
owned  abattoirs  which  existed  during  the  War.  As  a  com¬ 
promise  it  is  in  many  ways  admirable,  although  there  are 
many  who  feel  that  the  Committee’s  report  goes  too  far  in 
the  degree  of  concentration,  while  agreeing  that  some  con¬ 
centration  of  the  present  system  was  desirable.  The  detailed 
listing  in  the  Committee’s  report  of  towns  in  areas  in  which 
public  abattoirs  should  be  sited  tends  to  emphasise  the  im¬ 
portance  of  public  abattoirs  over  privately  owned  slaughter¬ 
houses,  but  public  health  workers  are  probably  little 
concerned  basically  as  to  the  relative  importance  and  desir¬ 
ability  of  one  over  the  other  in  any  area  provided  that  the 
slaughterhouses,  be  they  publicly  or  privately  owned,  reach 
a  reasonable  standard  of  hygiene  and  efficiency.  An  official 
standard  of  minimum  requirements  for  slaughterhouses  is 
eagerly  awaited.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Minister  will  not  long 
delay  an  official  announcement  of  his  decision  and  that 
matters  of  national  economy  will  not  weigh  too  heavily  on 
the  side  of  indefinite  postponement  of  a  desirable  public 
health  measure. 

The  arrangement  whereby  your  town  shares  the  services 
of  one  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  two,  and  latterly  three 
other  Areas,  has  now  been  in  operation  for  more  than  a  year, 
and  I  feel  that  most  of  the  immediate  difficulties  have  been 
overcome.  This  has  been  due  in  no  small  way  to  the  co- 
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operation  of  your  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Health  Department,  and  I  am  very  grateful 
to  them  for  this  co-operation.  I  would  like  particularly  to 
refer  to  Mr.  Dennis  Bamford,  who  left  the  services  of  the 
Council  some  months  ago.  Mr.  Bamford  had  been  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
many  years  and  worked  under  me  from  June,  1954.  I  wish  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  confidence  I  had  in  him,  for  he  was  a  most 
reliable  and  conscientious  worker  and  much  thought  of  by 
the  staff  of  the  department. 

I  wish  to  ask  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  to  accept  my  thanks  for  their  understanding  and 
encouragement  during  1955. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

ALEXANDER  LAURIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


1. — General  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres  .  5,411 

Population  (Estimated)  .  18,090 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  5,849 

Number  of  Families  (1951  Census)  .  5,432 

Rateable  Value .  £102,594 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £382 

Population  per  Acre  ....  ...  .  3.34 


2.— Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Births— 

Live  Births  registered  .  . 

Still  Births  registered  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population . 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability 

Factor  —  1.01) . 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and 

Still)  . . 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 


248 

8 

13.71 

13.85 

15.0 

31.37 

23.1 


Deaths — 


Deaths  registered  ...  ...  .  184 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  10.17 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability 

Factor  =  1.06) .  10.78 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  11.7 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion)  ...  .  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  .  ...  3.90 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  0.64 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age)  ...  11 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  44.35 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  24.9 

Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1  year 

of  age .  10 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1  year 

of  age . ...  1 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age)  ...  11 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  44.35 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  17.3 
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Death  Rate  per  1S0G0  Population  from 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  0.110 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and 

Wales  ...  .  0.131 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms  .  0.055 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms,  England  and 

Wales .  0.015 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  .  0.276 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England 

and  Wales .  0.389 

Cancer,  other  Forms  .  1.381 

Cancer,  other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  1.667 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population. 

The  estimated  population  for  1955  was  18,090,  which  was 
an  increase  of  40  over  that  of  the  preceding  year  when  the 
estimated  population  was  18,050.  The  population  at  the  1951 
census  was  18,192.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population, 
that  is,  the  increase  of  births  over  deaths  for  1955  was  64. 
The  changes  of  population  during  the  last  ten  years  are 
shown  in  Table  3. 


Births. 

There  were  248  live  births  registered  in  the  year,  114 
males  and  134  females  (see  Table  1). 

The  birth  rate  calculated  as  the  number  of  births  per 
thousand  of  the  population  was  13.71.  The  rate  for  1954  was 
13.74. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate,  that  is  adjusted  for  age  and  sex 
distribution,  in  order  that  it  may  be  compared  more 
accurately  with  that  of  England  and  Wales,  was  13.85,  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  being  15.0.  The  birth  rate 
has  shown  a  gradual  fall  in  the  last  10  years  (see  Table  3). 

There  were  8  still  births  registered,  3  males  and  5 
females.  The  still  birth  rate  calculated  as  a  rate  per  thousand 
live  and  still  births,  was  31.37,  which  is  higher  than  the 
England  and  Wales  figure  of  23.1. 

Deaths. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  for 
1955  was  10.17  compared  with  12.02  for  1954.  The  adjusted 
death  rate,  that  is  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  was 
10.78,  which  compared  favourably  with  the  England  and 
Wales  figure  of  11.7. 
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The  death  rate  has  remained  fairly  constant  over  the 
recent  years  apart  from  occasional  fluctuations  and  the  1955 
death  rate  is  about  the  average  for  those  years  (see  Table  3). 

Death  from  Individual  Diseases. 

The  total  registered  deaths  from  all  diseases  for  1955 
was  184,  made  up  of  97  males  and  87  females,  showing  )the 
usual  preponderance  of  male  deaths  over  female  deaths. 
Table  4  sets  out  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  certain 
diseases.  It  will  be  seen  that  disease  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system  was  responsible  for  81  deaths,  of  which 
27  were  due  to  strokes  and  14  to  coronary  disease  of  the 
heart. 

The  next  most  frequent  cause  of  death  was  cancer, 
responsible  for  30  deaths.  Cancer  of  the  lung  occurred  in  5 
cases  and  cancer  of  the  stomach  in  2  cases,  all  7  deaths  being 
in  males. 

Three  deaths  were  due  to  tuberculosis,  two  of  them 
being  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Seven  fatal  accidents  occurred  in  the  year,  three  of  which 
were  motor  vehicle  accidents.  Two  suicides  were  registered. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Eleven  infants  died  during  the  year,  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  44.35.  This  is 
considerably  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  figure  of 
24.9.  A  study  of  the  causes  and  ages  of  death  reveals  that  all 
the  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age.  It 
is  in  this  group  of  children  that  the  fall  in  infant  death  rate 
due  to  environmental  conditions  and  medical  treatment  is 
least  evident  since  many  of  the  babies  die  from,  causes 
relating  to  prematurity,  congenital  malformations  or  the 
hazards  of  birth  rather  than  disease.  In  5  of  the  11  cases 
prematurity  was  the  factor  in  the  cause  of  death,  and  in  4 
cases  congenital  malformation  was  the  cause  registered. 

Infectious  Disease. 

499  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  reported 
during  1955,  a  considerable  increase  over  the  previous  year. 
Details  of  age  grouping,  seasonal  incidence  and  comparison 
with  previous  years  are  set  out  in  the  various  tables. 

The  diseases  notified  in  order  of  numerical  importance, 
with  numbers  in  parentheses,  were:  Measles  (354), 
Pneumonia  (56),  Whooping  Cough  (55),  Erysipelas  (16), 
Tuberculosis  (7),  Scarlet  Fever  (5),  Poliomyelitis  (3),  Food 
Poisoning  (2),  Meningococcal  Infection  (1). 

Measles  predominated  with  354  cases.  The  peak  months 
of  notification  were  March  to  July,  during  which  336  of  all 
cases  were  notified.  The  age  group  most  affected  was  the 
5  to  10  years  group,  with  197  of  the  total  cases  in  that  group, 
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while  the  under  5  years  age  group  was  responsible  for  151 
cases.  The  remaining  6  cases  were  accounted  for  by  4  in  the 
10  to  15  age  group,  1  in  the  20  to  35  age  group,  and  1  in  the 
45  to  60  age  group. 

The  high  incidence  of  Measles  in  1955  followed  a  low 
incidence  in  1954,  when  only  13  cases  were  notified.  This 
experience  of  a  low  incidence  in  1954  and  a  high  incidence 
in  1955  was  a  feature  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The 
tendency  of  the  disease  to  show  a  high  incidence  in  alternate 
years  is  a  well  known  characteristic. 

56  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
were  reported  compared  with  64  in  the  previous  year.  The 
age  groups  of  the  cases  show  the  expected  pattern  with  the 
main  burden  of  the  illness  falling  on  the  older  persons  in  the 
community.  33  of  the  cases  occurred  in  persons  over  45  years 
of  age,  and  20  of  those  were  in  the  60  years  and  over  age 
group.  The  peak  months  of  notification  were  the  winter 
months,  with  11  cases  notified  in  March  alone.  9  of  the 
persons  notified  required  removal  to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough  was  reported  in  55  cases,  32  being 
in  children  under  5  years  and  the  remainder,  23,  in  children 
of  5  to  10  years.  The  number  reported  in  1955  could  be 
regarded  as  a  reasonable  number  for  the  town,  and  was 
slightly  less  than  the  number  reported  in  1954. 

The  peak  months  were  May,  June  and  July,  during 
which  45  of  the  total  cases  were  notified. 

3  cases  of  Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  were  reported  in 
August;  the  cases  were  school  children,  and  the  illness  was 
of  a  mild  type. 

Food  Poisoning  was  notified  in  2  adults  in  August;  the 
food  suspected  was  Meat  Pie  and  the  causative  organisms 
thought  to  be  Staphylococcus.  The  2  cases  appeared  to  be 
part  of  a  larger  outbreak  in  a  neighbouring  district. 

5  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  reported 
during  the  year.  This  very  satisfactory  figure  appears  from 
the  records  available,  to  be  the  lowest  number  so  far  in  the 
Urban  District  for  any  1  year.  There  has  been  a  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  town  since  1951  (see  Table) 
when  there  were  16  cases.  2  cases  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  notified,  giving  a  total  of  all  types  of 
Tuberculosis  of  7;  this  also  appears  to  be,  from  the  records 
available,  a  record  low  figure.  The  5  cases  of  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  were  all  in  persons  of  working  age,  2  in  the 
25  to  45  year  age  group,  and  3  in  the  45  to  65  year  age  group. 

4  of  the  cases  were  in  males  and  1  in  a  female. 
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The  remaining  notifiable  diseases  which  occurred  in  the 
district  were  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  and  Meningococcal 
Infection.  Scarlet  Fever  was  of  low  incidence.  5  cases  in  all, 
in  school  children,  compared  with  21  cases  in  1954.  Erysipelas 
was  notified  in  16  cases,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year, 
when  11  were  reported.  1  case  of  Meningococcal  Infection 
was  in  a  young  child  of  1  year  old. 


TABLE  1 

BIRTHS 


Legitimate 


Illegitimate 


Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  . 

...  113 

128 

241 

1 

6 

7 

Still  . 

3 

4 

7 

- - 

1 

1 

Infant  Deaths 

TABLE  2 

INFANT  DEATHS 
Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M.  F.  Total  M. 

Under  1  year  of 

age  7  3  10  1 

Under  4  weeks  of 

age  7  3  10  1 

TABLE  3 

RATES  :  COMPARATIVE  TABLES  : 

F.  Total 

—  1 

—  1 

1945—1955 

Population  :  Births  and  Deaths 

:  Infant  Mortality 

Year 

Population 

Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

1945 

16,860 

18.44 

10.26 

38.58 

1946 

17,490 

20.98 

10.18 

46.32 

1947 

17,720 

21.44 

11.51 

42.11 

1948 

17,980 

16.57 

10.29 

50 

1949 

18,030 

16.2 

10.21 

24 

1950 

18,370 

16.1 

9.8 

24.6 

1951 

18,192 

16.2 

12.5 

31.7 

1952 

17,990 

15.0 

11.5 

42.0 

1953 

17,970 

16.11 

9.08 

18.1 

1954 

18,050 

13.74 

12.02 

40.32 

1955 

18,090 

13.70 

10.17 

44.35 
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TABLE  4. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. — Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

1 

1 

2 

2. — Tuberculosis,  Other  . 

— 

1 

1 

3. — -Syphilitic  Disease . 

— 

1 

1 

4. — Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. — Whooping  Cough  .  ... 

— 

— 

— 

6. — Meningococcal  Infections  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. — Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. — Measles  . 

— 

1 

1 

9. — Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

10. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach . 

2 

- — 

2 

11. —  „  „  Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

— 

5 

12. — -  ,,  „  Breast  . 

— 

4 

4 

13.  —  „  „  Uterus  . 

14.  — Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

— 

2 

2 

Neoplasms  . 

8 

9 

17 

15. — Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

1 

1 

2 

16. — Diabetes  ...  . 

1 

1 

2 

17. — Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

14 

13 

27 

18. — Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

10 

4 

14 

19. — Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

■ — 

— 

— 

20. — Other  Heart  Disease  . 

12 

12 

24 

21. — Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

4 

12 

16 

22. — Influenza  . 

— 

1 

1 

23. — Pneumonia  . 

5 

6 

11 

24. — Bronchitis  . 

3 

4 

7 

25. — Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

— 

3 

26. — Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

2 

— 

2 

27. — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

1 

1 

28. — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

29. — Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

2 

— 

2 

30. — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

31. — Congenital  Malformations . 

2 

1 

3 

32. — Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

13 

9 

22 

33. — Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

3 

— 

3 

34. — All  Other  Accidents  . 

2 

2 

4 

35. — Suicide  . 

2 

— 

2 

36. — Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes  . 

97 

87 

184 

12 


TABLE  5 


TUBERCULOSIS  1955:  New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age  Periods 


New  Cases 

Noin- 


Dieaths 

.Non- 


Respirator  y  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Under  one  year  ... 

1  . 

5  . 

10  . 

15  . 

25  . 

45  . 

65  and  upwards  ... 


2  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 
2  1  —  —  —  1  —  — 


Total 


4  1 


TABLE  6 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  1945  —  1955 


Year 

M. 

Respiratory 

F.  Total 

N on  -Respir  atory 

M.  F.  Total 

Grand 

Total 

1945  . 

8 

2 

10 

2 

1 

3 

13 

1946  . 

6 

5 

11 

— 

1 

1 

12 

1947  . 

7 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10  ' 

1948  . 

7 

5 

12 

2 

2 

4 

16 

1949  . 

8 

3 

11 

1 

— 

1 

12 

1950  . 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

12 

1951  ...  ... 

9 

7 

16 

1 

2 

3 

19 

1952  . 

5 

7 

12 

— 

1 

1 

13 

1953  . 

5 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1954  . 

3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

10  ^ 

1955  . 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

7  ' 

TABLE  7 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955 

Age  Groups  :  Hospital  Admissions 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  —  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  examination  of  clinical  material,  water,  milk,  etc., 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The 
following  table  shows  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out 
at  the  laboratory  during  the  year  1955: — 


C.diphtheriae  .  . 

Vincent’s  Angina  Organisms . 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  . 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  . 

*Water  . . . .  ... 

*Ice  Cream,  Methylene  Blue  Test . 

Milk:— < 

^Methylene  Blue  Test  . 

*Phosphate  Test  . 

Tubercle  Bacilli  Biological  Test 

Clinic  Specimens  . 


Positive  Negative  Total 

—  2  2 

—  2  2 

—  5  5 

—  13  13 

—  6  6 

—  6  6 

—  34  34 

—  41  41 

1  19  20 

20  38  58 


21  166  187 


^Positive  —  Unsatisfactory 
Negative  —  Satisfactory. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Hospitals. 

(a)  General:  For  accident  and  medical  cases  where 
home  nursing  not  available  —  The  Ripley  and  District 
Hospital  (controlled  by  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management 
Committee  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board). 

(b)  Maternity:  No  maternity  accommodation  available 
in  the  area.  Arrangements  made  by  Medical  Practitioners 
through  the  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee. 
Three  County  Midwives  are  available  in  the  district. 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases:  Arrangements  are  made  at  the 
Derwent  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  County  Ambulance  Station  at  Ivy  Grove,  Ripley, 
deals  with  all  requirements  for  Ripley  and  adjoining  areas. 
Telephone  No.  Ripley  75. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  arranged  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  Health  Service  Officers  as  and  when 
required. 
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Climes  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinic:  At  Ripley  Hospital  on  the  2nd 
and  4th  Fridays  in  the  month  from,  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centres:  (1)  At  the  Old  Schools, 
Outram  Street,  each  Monday  from  9.0  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and 
from  1.30  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m.  (2)  At  the  Bethel  Chapel,  Mare-hay, 
each  Wednesday  from  9.0  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  (3)  At  the 
Methodist  Church,  Ambergate,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m.  (4)  At  the  Church 
School,  Parish  Church,  Heage,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Wednes¬ 
days  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

(c)  School  Clinic:  A  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Ripley  County  Infants  School  on  the  3rd  Thursday  morning 
in  the  month.  A  School  Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance. 

(d)  Chest  Clinic:  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  the  area 
are  put  under  medical  supervision  at  the  Chest  Clinic, 
Grange  Street,  Alfreton.  Open  each  Tuesday  from  9.30  a.m. 
to  12.30  p.m.  and  on  Fridays  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
Facilities  for  radiographic  examination  are  available  at  the 
Chest  Clinic,  County  Offices  Yard,  St.  Mary’s  Gate,  Derby. 

(e)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic:  At  the  Derbyshire  Royal 
Infirmary,  Derby,  on  the  following  days  and  hours: — 

Males  Females 

Monday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Monday,  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Tuesday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon.  Thursday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12 

Wednesday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  noon  and  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Saturday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Children:  Friday,  10.30  a.m.  to  11.0  a.m. 

General  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Service  now  administered  by  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council,  being  the  local  health  authority  for  the  National 
Health  Service. 

Three  Home  Nurses  are  available  for  service  in  the 
district. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors). 

Number  Number  of 

Premises  on  Number  of  Written 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Occupiers 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4  and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  .  1  —  —  — 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  ...  95  11  —  — 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 

tion  7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) .  5  —  — •  — 


Total  101  11 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Number 

Number  of  cases  an  wihich  of  cases 

defects  were  found.  in  which 

Refer’d  Prosecu- 

Particu  laris  ToiH.iM.  ByH.M.  lions 

Inspec-  Inspec-  were 
Found  Remedied  tor  tor  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  —  —  —  — •  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  .  —  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

OS.  3)  -  —  —  —  — 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  .  ______ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  —  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .  —  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  .  1  1  —  1  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  .  —  —  —  -  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  .  —  —  —  — •  — 


Total  11—1 
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OUTWORK 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


No,  of  No.  of 
.  outworkers  cases  of 

Nature  of  Work  in  default  in  Notices  Prosecu- 

August  sending  Served  ttions 
list  list  to  the 
Council 

Wearing  apparel — Making,  etc.  80  —  —  — 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  —  — *  —  — 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  ...  —  —  —  — 

Others  .  —  —  —  — 


Total  80 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  covering 
the  work  undertaken  by  the  Department  during  1955;  the 
general  form  of  the  report  has  not  been  amended. 

During  the  year  much  work  was  undertaken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  with 
regard  to  the  preparation  of  a  proposed  Housing  Programme 
and  in  dealing  with  applications  to  avoid  the  further  decay 
of  house  property — by  the  issue  of  Improvement  Grants. 

The  supervision  of  local  meat  supplies  also  received  con¬ 
siderable  attention,  according  to  the  details  of  animals 
inspected  a  very  high  quality  was  maintained. 

The  operation  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  presented 
many  difficulties,  many  of  these,  however,  being  successfully 
overcome. 

On  behalf  of  my  predecessor,  Mr.  D.  Bamford,  I  do  thank 
the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Officers  of  all  Depart¬ 
ments  for  their  kind  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  AINSWORTH, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  following  two  tables  represent  the  day-to-day  work 
of  the  department  in  maintaining  the  standards  of  environ¬ 
mental  hygiene  now  enjoyed,  and  in  bringing  about 


improvement  wherever  possible. 

Area  of  District  .  5,411  acres 

Population .  18,090 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  .  5,839 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1955: 

By  Local  Authority  ...  18 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  31 


Bakehouses  . 

No.  on 
Register 

6 

Increase  or  Ins  pec  tic 
Decrease  Made 

Decrease  of  3  4 

Canal  Boats  . 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

Dairies  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Factories  and  Workshops  ... 

101 

— 

11 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

1 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

58 

— 

7 

Market  Stalls  ...  . 

73 

Increase  of  3 

9 

Milk  Distributors  . 

12 

— 

1 

Moveable  Dwellings: 

(a)  Sites  . 

8 

(b)  Dwellings . 

22 

— • 

63 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

— 

1 

Outworkers  . 

72 

Decrease  of  16 

1 

Preserved  Food  Stores 

14 

Decrease  of  3 

21 

Retail  Shops  . . ,  . 

379 

— i 

13 

Slaughterhouses  Licensed  ... 
Knackers’  Yard 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

Swimming  Baths  . 

— 

— 

— * 

During  the  year  151  complaints  were  received  in  respect 
of  various  circumstances. 


The  following  being  the  summary  of  the  resultant  action. 


Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets  and 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Made 

Notices  served 
Informal  Legal 

Nuis¬ 

ances 

Afbated 

Ashpits  . 

8 

8 

— 

2 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s  . . . 
Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  into 

5 

— — — * 

— 1 

W.C.’s  . 

59 

14 

— 

18 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pails  ... 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Defective  Water  Closets  ... 
Provision  of  Additional  Water 

40 

29 

■ — 

18 

Closets  . 

8 

3 

1 

3 

Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins 

12 

10 

2 

5 

Dirty  Closets  ...  ..., 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— _ 

21 


ins-pec-  Nuiis- 

ti-ons1  .Notices  served  ances 
Made  Informal  Legal  Albated 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe  3  —  —  — 

Defective  Waste  Pipe,  Traps,  Inlets, 


Drains  . 

46 

23 

— 

10 

Drains  Obstructed  . 

15 

15 

— 

9 

Paving  of  Courts  and  Yards 

Roofs,  Eaves-spouts  and  Down- 

12 

5 

— 

3 

spouts  . 

80 

61 

5 

40 

Sinks  .  ...  . 

13 

10 

— 

13 

Insufficient  Ventilation  . 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Windows  . . 

26 

25 

— 

10 

Dampness  . 

85 

33 

6 

15 

Water  in  Cellars  . 

9 

1 

- — 

— 

Water  Supply  . „ 

38 

21 

— « 

13 

Overcrowding  ...  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses  . 

15 

9 

— 

2 

Offensive  Accumulations  . 

14 

3 

1 

— . 

Animals  Improperly  Kept . 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Pigsties  ...  . 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

20 

8 

— < 

2 

Urinals  ....  . 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Insect  Infestations  . 

51 

— 

— • 

19 

Nuisances  not  specified  above 

122 

114 

5 

79 

Totals 

696 

398 

20 

267 

Drainage. 

Difficulties  have  again  been  experienced  in  the  constant 
supervision  of  drainage  works  which  have  arisen  from 
damage  to  property  by  mining  operations.  Particular  refer¬ 
ence  must  be  made  to  problems  of  this  nature  which  have 
arisen  in  the  Waingroves  and  Heage  Road  areas. 

The  close  co-operation  of  the  officers  or  the  National 
Coal  Board  in  these  matters  has  enabled  work  to  proceed 
without  undue  delay. 

W.G.  Conversions. 

The  Council’s  grant  of  £10  or  half  the  cost,  whichever  is 
the  lesser,  towards  the  provision  of  water  closets  has 
continued. 

The  remaining  insanitary  closets  —  pails  and  privies, 
present  a  serious  challenge,  unfortunately  there  are  a 
number  of  difficulties  preventing  a  rapid  acceleration  of 
conversion  work,  however,  all  possible  steps  will  be  taken  in 
the  future  to  persuade  owners  to  undertake  conversion  work 
at  their  properties. 
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Waste 

Water 

W.C.’s  Pails  Privies  Closets  Total 

Accommodation  at  31/12/55  ...  5,395  428  25  —  5,848 

Closets  converted  during  1955  29  1  1  31 

Total  Conversions  under 

Schemes  .  1496  263  9  1,768 

Refuse  Receptacles. 

The  complexed  legal  position  regarding  who  shall  be 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  a  new  dustbin  continued 
during  the  year.  Despite  these  difficulties  steps  were  taken 
to  cause  196  dustbins  to  be  provided. 

Whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  a  Municipal  Dustbin 
Scheme  at  the  inception  is  a  most  costly  matter  it  is  the  most 
satisfactory  method  of  dealing  with  this  vexed  problem. 


Dustbins  provided  up  to  31st  December,  1955. 


January 

Total 

16 

By  Council 
on  behalf 
of  Owners 

12 

By 

Owner 

4 

By 

Tenant 

February  ... 

11 

— 

11 

— 

March 

16 

12 

4 

— 

April 

15 

12 

3 

— 

May 

31 

30 

1 

— 

June 

27 

24 

3 

— 

July 

4 

— 

4 

— 

August 

2 

— 

2 

— 

September  ... 

19 

12 

7 

— 

October 

15 

12 

3 

— 

November  ... 

17 

12 

5 

— 

December  . . . 

23 

18 

5 

— ■ 

* 

196 

144 

52 

• 

There  was  one  Statutory  Notice  served  in  respect  of  a 
defective  dustbin  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

Samples  of  water  supplied  by  the  three  supplying 
authorities — the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board,  the  Ilkeston 
and  Heanor  Water  Board  and  the  Belper  Urban  District 
Council — proved  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Water  Supplied  During  the  Year. 

By  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  ...  116,800,000  galls. 

By  the  Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board  85,809,0.00  galls. 
By  the  Belper  Urban  District  Council  ...  22,529,000  galls. 


225,138,000  galls. 


Water  consumed  per  head  of  population  per  day:  34.1 

gallons. 

The  rate  of  consumption  per  head  of  population  is 
slightly  below  that  for  1954  (34.61  gallons). 


Improvements. 

During  the  year  the  3in.  water  main  from  Talbot  Inn, 
Butterley  Hill,  via  Bridle  Lane,  Moss  Lane  to  Lowes  Hill, 
has  been  replaced  by  a  new  4in.  main,  a  distance  of  700  yards. 
Also  a  new  length  of  4in.  main  was  laid  connecting  Bridle 
Lane  and  Lowes  Hill. 

A  6in.  main  along  Warm  wells  Lane  from  its  junction 
with  Bamford  Street  to  its  junction  with  Upper  Marehay 
Road,  a  distance  of  550  yards  and  a  4in.  main  to  the  top  of 
Upper  Marehay  Road,  a  distance  of  580  yards  was  commenced 
during  the  year. 

The  high  level  water  tower  at  the  Water  Works  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council  has  been  extensively  repaired. 

Provision  of  Piped  Supply. 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  connected 

to  mains . 5,826 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  supplied 

from  Standpipes  on  Mains  .  4 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  not 

supplied  from  Standpipes  on  Mains  9 

Number  of  connections  made  during  the 
year: 

(a)  Existing  Houses .  5 

(b)  New  Houses  .  49 

(c)  Other  Premises .  5 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Number  of  inquiries  at  Infected  Houses  .  ...  17 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected  ...  .  ...  51 

Number  of  Notices  to  Librarians  .  13 

Number  of  Library  Books  Disinfected  .  87 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  past  year  steps  were  taken  to  investigate  a 
number  of  complaints  of  excessive  smoke  nuisance.  For  this 
purpose  and  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice  of  check¬ 
ing  normal  smoke  emission  twenty  smoke  observations  were 
made.  A  suitable  remedy  being  found  for  two  installations 
which  previously  were  the  source  of  smoke  nuisances. 


Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

10,060 

10 

20 
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DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1954. 


The  Council  by  resolution  No.  2078,  dated  5th  April,  1955, 
adopted  the  following  sections  of  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council  Act,  1954,  to  become  operative  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Ripley  as  or  from  the  1st  October,  1955. 


Section  94. 


109. 

137. 


140. 


141. 

146. 


Subject 

Delegation  of  Power  to  Examine  and  Test 
Drains,  etc. 

Demolition  of  Buildings. 

Registration  of  Hawkers  of  food  and  their 
premises. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  otherwise  than  for  human 
consumption. 

Animals  slaughtered  outside  slaughterhouses. 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  22  moveable  dwell¬ 
ings,  to  run  concurrently  with  temporary  planning 
permissions  granted  by  the  County  Planning  Department. 
Five  of  the  caravans  are  used  for  summer  holiday  purposes 
only  and  the  remainder,  at  scattered  points  in  the  area,  are 
occupied  permanently  as  housing  accommodation. 

I  have  already  expressed  my  view  of  the  need  for  very 
careful  supervision  of  temporary  dwellings  at  a  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Health  Committee.  However,  I  feel  that  this 
subject  is  of  such  vital  importance  that  I  am  taking  the 
liberty  of  again  repeating  my  comments  on  this  subject: — 

“  Whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  only  certain  limited  purely 
Public  Health  or  Sanitary  conditions  can  be  applied  to  the 
siting  of  moveable  dwellings  under  Public  Health  legisla¬ 
tion  I  do  feel  that  extreme  caution  must  be  exercised  in  the 
control  of  what  can,  if  allowed  to  get  out  of  hand,  be  very 
easily  a  menace  to  the  Urban  Area.  Whilst  in  the  present 
somewhat  difficult  housing  position  caravans  do  make  a 
valuable  contribution  to  solving  this  problem,  I  feel  they 
should  be  viewed  accordingly  as  a  most  unfortunate  tem¬ 
porary  addition  to  the  trials  of  living  in  this  modern  age. 

It  has  always  been  my  opinion  that  when  supplying 
details  of  our  requirements  for  a  new  proposed  site  one 
should  attempt  to  obtain  the  ideal  even  if  under  working 
conditions  our  requirements  have  later  to  be  modified. 

I  do  feel  that  an  effective  means  of  control  of  moveable 
dwellings  under  certain  circumstances  can  be  obtained  under 
Town  Planning  Legislation  which  can  take  into  account 
other  factors  in  addition  to  our  more  limited  Public  Health 
requirements.  Therefore  it  is  most  important  that  the  two 
aspects  of  control  must  work  in  very  close  liaison,” 
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HOUSING. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1  of  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  steps  have  been  taken 
to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Minister  a  proposed  Housing 
Programme  defining  an  estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation  within  the  meaning  of  Section  9  of  the 
1954  Act,  and  suitable  action  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
11  or  25  of  the  principle  Act  (1956). 

The  number  of  dwellings  included  in  the  proposed  pro¬ 
gramme  was  128,  whilst  an  estimated  period  of  5  to  10  years 
was  given  to  deal  with  this  problem.  This  period  of  time  has 
subsequently  been  amended. 

The  problem  of  sub-standard  dwellings  is  essentially  a 
human  one,  the  need,  desires  and  hopes  of  many  families 
must  be  considered.  In  some  cases  our  desires  for  a  better 
standard  of  living  may  be  based  on  far  too  high  a  level, 
should  this  be  the  case,  a  form  of  education  must  of  necessity 
be  employed  to  awaken  an  urge  for  better  living  conditions, 
the  approach  in  these  cases  may  be  most  successful  if  an 
appeal  is  made  through  the  younger  members  of  the  families 
concerned. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR. 

Applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  numbered  two, 
these  applications  were  for  the  period  1st  January,  1955,  to 
31st  December,  1955.  Of  these  two  applications  one  was 
granted  and  the  other  rejected. 

Two  Revocation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  granted 
during  the  year. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

Arising  from  the  simplification  of  the  procedure  in 
obtaining  an  Improvement  Grant,  many  enquiries  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  the  following  table  indicates  the  number  of 
formal  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  received, 
together  with  the  number  of  completed  and  withdrawn. 

No.  of  Applications  No.  of  Applications  No.  of  completed  No.  of  Applications 
Received  Refused  on  Withdrawn  Applications.  on  Hand 

22  8  7  7 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

For  convenience  and  to  enable  easy  comparisons  to  be 
made  the  Housing  Statistics  have  been  included  in  the  same 
form  as  previous  years. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  113 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  233 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
formal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  64 

Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936):— 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  the  period:  — 

Unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 


No.  of 

Persons 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 

Houses 

Displaced 

or  informal  procedure  under  Section  II 
(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section 

2 

4 

II  is  still  in  force 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Parts  of  building  closed  (Section  12)  ... 
2.  Housing  Act,  1949  :  — 

Nil 

Nil 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3  (1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and 
Closing  Orders  substituted  under  Section 

Nil 

Nil 

3  (2) . 

3.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1953 :  — 

Nil 

Nil 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1) 

1 

3 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Statutory  sampling  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information: — 

“87  samples,  including  35  samples  of  milk,  were  taken 
under  the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Ripley  Urban  District 
Council  during  the  year  1955. 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  after  delivery  at  a  Dairy  con¬ 
tained  added  water.  Samples  taken  the  following  day  in  the 
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possession  of  the  same  suppliers  also  contained  added  water 
and  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  both  sets  of 
samples.  A  total  fine  of  £20  together  with  £5  5s.  Od.  costs  was 
imposed 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  in  respect  of  samples  of 
Milk  in  course  of  delivery  to  a  Dairy  Company  which  were 
found  to  contain  added  water.  The  supplier  was  fined  £5 
together  with  £6  6s.  Od.  costs. 

One  sample  of  Ice-Cream  was  deficient  in  fat  and  the 
retailer  was  cautioned. 

Samples  of  canned  goods  (Sardines  in  Oil  and  Tomato, 
Condensed  Tomato  and  Tomato  Soup)  were  all  found  to  be 
seriously  contaminated  with  tin.  Further  examination  of 
the  stocks  of  these  commodities  at  the  shops  concerned 
confirmed  that  the  products  were  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  and  they  were  condemned  and  destroyed.” 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Meat. 

Following  the  Government’s;  decision  to  de-ration  meat 
supplies  during  1954  and  subsequent  local  Court  action 
licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  six  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Urban  Area.  Four  of  these  slaughterhouses  were  in  regular 
use  during  the  year. 

(b)  Licensed  Slaughtermen. 

Twenty-nine  slaughtermen  hold  licences  under  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  as  amended  by  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954.  Licences  must  be 
granted  for  one  year  only  and  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Acts  must  specify  the  kinds  of  animals  the  holder  is  licensed 
to  stun  and  the  type  of  instrument  to  be  used. 

(c)  Meat  Inspection  Service. 

Whilst  the  volume  of  killing  at  the  local  slaughterhouses 
cannot  be  said  to  be  heavy  the  frequency  and  irregular  hours 
of  killing  presents  considerable  difficulty  to  maintain  an 
efficient  meat  inspection  service.  This,  however,  is  only 
achieved  at  great  personal  inconvenience  to  your  Officer  and 
necessitates  the  attendance  at  slaughterhouses  on  many 
occasions  out  of  normal  office  hours. 

The  following  table  supplies  details  of  animals  killed 
and  inspected  during  1955  together  with  details  of  incidence 
of  disease  found. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED— JANUARY 
TO  DECEMBER,  1955. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

and 

Cows 

Cows  Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  . 

128 

150 

5 

630 

487 

Number  inspected 

.  .  ...  ...  ... 

128 

156 

5 

630 

487 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis :  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— - 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned . 

5 

9 

— • 

16 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 

tuberculosis 

. 

3.91%  5.77% 

— 

2.54% 

2.67% 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— „ 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  . 

11 

24 

— 

— 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis 

8.59% 

15.38% 

— .. 

— 

2.05% 

SUMMARY  OF  DISEASE  FOUND  AND  PARTS  OF 

ANIMALS  AFFECTED. 

Disease  or 

Condition 

Organ  or  Part 

Beast  Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis 

Short  Hind 

Quarter 

1  (1401bs) 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Head  . 

9 

— 

— 

6 

Lung  . 

27 

— 

— 

4 

Heart 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Liver  . 

4 

— 

— 

2 

Mesenteries 

7 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

Lung  . 

— 

— 

3 

9 

Mastitis 

Udder  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Distomatosis 

Liver  . 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Part  Liver  .. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Lung  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Abscesses 

Lung  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis 

Liver  . 

6 

— 

2 

1 

Part  Liver 

1 

— 

4 

•  1 

Strongylii  Infection 

Lung  . 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

Ascaris  Degeneration 

Liver  . 

— 

- — 

1 

2 

Nephrosis 

Kidney 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congestion 

Lung  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

CONDEMNATION  OF  FOOD. 

All  condemned  tins  and  other  foods  are  collected  and 
disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  Waingroves  Refuse  Tip  or  by 
burning  in  the  incinerator  at  that  Tip  whenever  possible. 
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\ 

1,860  Tins  of  Vegetables  (including  Soups) 

Total  Weight 
libs. 

2,875i 

585  Tins  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices  ....  . 

834 

103  Tins  of  Various  Prepared  Meats  . 

150 

66  Tins  of  Tongue  . 

178| 

47  Tins  of  Ham  . 

628| 

56  Tins  of  Corned  Beef  .  . . 

164J 

5  Tins  of  Sausage  .  ... 

41 

3  Tins  Jellied  Veal  . 

18 

104  Tins  of  Fish  .  . 

63 

2  Tins  of  Chicken  . 

71 

138  Tins  of  Milk  .  ...  . 

138i 

28  Tins  of  Cream  . 

Hi 

Total  Weight 

5, 073| 

Other  Foods. 

15  Cartons  of  Danish  Cheese  . 

Total  Weight 
lbs. 

R3 

O  4 

English  Beef  (Brisket  and  Flat  Ribs)  . 

Beasts’  Kidneys  .  . . 

34 

112 

Beasts’  Liver  (Home  Killed)  . 

66i 

25  Chips  of  Cherries  ...,  . 

300 

Imported  Stew  Beef  .  . . 

204 

English  Chuck  Steak  . 

52 

Total  Weight 

774^ 

Total  Weight  condemned: — 2  tons,  12  cwts,,  0  qrs.,  24  lbs. 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Bakehouses . .  . 

Number  of 
Premises 

6 

Bakers’  Shops  . 

9 

Butchers  . . 

20 

Cafes,  Canteens  . 

14 

Dairies  . 

2 

Fish  Fryers  . 

15 

Fishmongers  . 

3 

Grocers  . ,  . 

36 

Greengrocers  .  . 

16 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .  . 

58 

Licensed  Premises  ...  . 

48 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  14. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  . 

Number  of 
Premises 

6 

Sale  only  of  Ice-Cream . 

51 

Storage  of  Ice-Cream  . 

1 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  . 

14 

30 


ICE  CREAM. 

Three  new  registrations  for  premises  selling  wrapped 
ice-cream  were  granted  during  the  year. 

Six  ice-cream  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
by  the  provisional  Methylene  Blue  Test.  All  were  Grade  1 
and  were  therefore  all  satisfactory.  Two  samples  of  ice- 
lollies  were  submitted  for  B.  Coli  examination  and  were 
satisfactory. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Samples  submitted  to  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory  gave  the  following  results: — 

N  umber  of  Samples 
Sat  1  sflalctor  y  U  nsatis . 

Phosphatase  Test  (adequate  pasteurisation)  5  Nil. 

Methylene  Blue  Test  (keeping  quality)  ...  5  Nil. 

Biological  Test  (presence  of  tuberculosis)  14  1 

In  addition  to  the  above  it  is  known  that  34  samples  were 
taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  one  licensed 
pasteurising  establishment  in  the  area.  All  these  samples 
satisfied  the  phosphatase  and  methylene  blue  test. 

The  statutory  registrations  for  the  area  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  of  Milk  .  12 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  2 
Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  in  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  12 

Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  in  Pasteurised  Milk  .  11 

Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  in  Sterilised  Milk  .  1 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year.  Regular 
visits  are  made  to  all  types  of  shops  in  the  Urban  Area, 
attention  being  given  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act  regard¬ 
ing  closing  hours,  weekly  half-day  closing,  Sunday  trading 
and  the  posting  of  Statutory  Notices. 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 
ACT,  1951. 

One  firm  of  upholsterers  is  registered  under  the  Act.  No 
adverse  conditions  were  found. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928-1936 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  petroleum  and 
carbide  of  calcium  were  carried  out  by  this  Department 
under  the  above  Acts.  Four  inspections  having  been  carried 
out.  Two  new  installations  were  licensed  during  the  year. 

Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  stored .  50,750  galls. 

No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum .  62 

Total  fees  collected  ...  . £38-0-0 

Total  quantity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored  ...  30  cwts. 
No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  2 
Total  fees  collected  . £1-0-0 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  following  information  is  extracted  from  the  official 
return  to  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  twelve  months  ended 
31st  March,  1956. 

Type  of  Property 

1  2  3  4  5 

Dwelling 
Houses 

Inch  All  other  Totals  of 
Local  Council  Business  Cols.  1,  Agri- 


Authority  Houses 

Premises 

2  &  3 

cultural 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of 

(a)  Notification  . 

— 

24 

29 

53 

— 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

40 

268 

28 

636 

2 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

220 

90 

310 

18 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  incl.  re-inspections 
Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sec.  2)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 

50 

549 

150 

649 

22 

with: — 

(a)  Rats: —  Major  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Minor  . 

4 

30 

24 

58 

— 

(b)  Mice: — Major  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  incl.  re-treatments 

8 

34 

29 

71 

In  addition,  maintenance 

treatments  of 

the  Sewerage 

systems  of  the  area  were  carried  out  with 

the  following 

results: — 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Manholes 

Poison  r 

rakes 

No. 

Manholes 

baited 

Complete 

Partial 

Takes 

March,  1955  . 

509 

85 

21 

— 

64 

October,  1955  . 

509 

108 

27 

— 

81 

Corresponding  Treatments,  1954:— 

March,  1954  . 

503 

79 

20 

— 

59 

October,  1954  . 

503 

95 

14 

— 

81 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 

The  remaining  portion  of  this  report  is  devoted  to  the 
various  statistics  covering  the  work  of  the  Council’s  public 
cleansing  service.  I  do  not  on  this  occasion  propose  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  work  of  the  service. 

The  details  supplied,  I  feel,  are  extremely  useful  and 
informative. 

STAFF  (at  31st  December,  1955) 

The  staff  of  the  Department  is  as  follows: — 

Supervisory  and  Maintenance  Staff:  1  Foreman,  1  Mechanic. 
Refuse  Collection:  3  Drivers,  12  Loaders. 

Refuse  Disposal:  1  Driver  Tractor /Bulldozer,  3  Tip  Face 
Workers,  1  Constructional  Work/Salvage  Duties. 
Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal:  1  Driver,  2  Baling  Press 
Operators. 

Cesspool  and  Nightsoil:  2  Drivers,  1  Collector. 


SICKNESS 

All  staff — total  possible  working  hours:  58,426. 

Percentage1  of  Total  Percentage 


Sickness  (Paid)  ... 

Time  Lost 

...  4,771 

Possible  Hours 

8.17% 

for  1954/55 

6.88% 

Sickness  (Unpaid) 

...  3,1484 

3.68% 

2.22% 

Other  time  lost  ... 

920 

1.57% 

1.41% 

7,8394 

13.42% 

10.51% 

TRADE  REFUSE 

The  charge  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse  is  £1  12s.  6d. 
per  bin  per  annum  over  and  above  one  “free”  bin. 

A  charge  of  2s.  6d.  is  made  for  each  load  of  rubbish 
brought  to  the  refuse  tip  by  private  hauliers  for  disposal. 


COLLECTIONS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Number  of  Dustbins  (weekly  collection) . 

Number  of  Privies  (collected  when  necessary) 

Number  of  Cesspools  (monthly  service) . 

Number  of  Pails  (weekly  collection) . 

Loads  of  Refuse  from  Dustbins  ...  . . 

Dustbins  emptied  per  man  per  hour,  incl.  Driver 
Dustbins  emptied  per  man  per  hour,  excl.  Driver 
Premises  cleared  per  man  per  hour,  incl.  Driver 
Premises  cleared  per  man  per  hour,  excl.  Driver 

Loads  from  Privies . .  . 

Loads  from  Cesspools  . . 

Loads  from  Nightsoil  . 

Loads  of  Salvage  (all  forms) . 

Average  haul  to  Disposal  point .  . 


Tonnage 


6,285 

— 

26 

— 

171 

— 

436 

— 

2,713 

5,558 

9.52 

> — 

11.90 

— 

9.81 

— 

12.27 

— 

28 

56 

1,614 

4,035 

222 

556 

476 

316 

24 

miles 

COSTS 

All  financial  details  given  are  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1956. 

A  summarised  statement  of  the  total  cost  of  the  various 
cleansing  services  is  given  below: — 

1954  1955 


£  £ 

£ 

£ 

7,077 

Wages — Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal  ...  ...  , . 

6,754 

383 

Cesspools  . 

370 

776 

Nightsoil  ...  . 

821 

45 

Privies  . 

43 

8,281 

7,988 

907 

Oncosts  (Superannuation, 

Insurance,  etc.)  ...  . 

1,730 

3,198 

Haulage  ....  . 

3,075 

55 

Rents  . 

50 

244 

Establishment  of  New  Tip . 

41 

221 

Sundries  ...  .  . 

333 

£12,906 

£13,217 

EXPENDITURE  ON  MOTOR  LORRIES 
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The  unit  costs  for  various  services  are  given  below: — 


1953 

1954 

1955 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

For  each  dustbin  emptied 

1 

14 

0 

1 

17 

0 

1 

14 

8 

For  each  privy  emptied  . 

2 

19 

3 

3 

1 

6 

3 

6 

2 

For  each  pail  emptied  ... 

2 

16 

2 

2 

16 

2 

3 

3 

6 

For  each  cesspool  emptied 

6 

15 

7 

5 

4 

1 

4 

10 

6 

Collection  of  1  Ton  of  refuse  1 

1 

6 

1 

9 

8 

1 

12 

11 

Disposal  of  1  Ton  of  refuse 

5 

3 

8 

9 

5 

11 

Cost  per  1,000  population:- 

Refuse  collection 

467 

18 

4 

487 

0 

9 

506 

3 

2 

Refuse  disposal 

115 

16 

11 

153 

6 

3 

96 

12 

3 

Total:  £583 

15 

3 

£640 

7 

0 

£602 

15 

5 

RECLAMATION  OF  REFUSE— SALVAGE 

The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  for 
the  financial  year  are  as  follows:  — 

1954  1955 


£  £ 

£ 

£ 

896 

Wages — Salvage  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

1,324 

— 

Bonus  . .  ... 

•  •  • 

259 

896 

■  i 

1,583 

97 

Oncosts  (Superannuation, 

Insurances,  etc.)  ...  . . . 

.  .  . 

343 

303 

Haulage  ...  . . 

454 

244 

Sundries  . . 

•  .  • 

186 

302 

Establishment  of  New  Depot 

— 

134 

Salaries  and  Establishment 

. . . 

149 

£1,976 

£2,715 

DETAILS  OF  SALVAGE  MATERIALS  SOLD 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Waste  Paper 

(all  grades)  261  17  1 

0 

2,269 

6  2 

Ferrous  Metals  .  41  17  1 

0 

194 

4  3 

Non-Ferrous 

Metals . .j  2  0 

0 

10 

12  0 

Textiles 

.  9  5  0 

11 

184 

11  1 

313  1  2 

11 

£2,658 

13  6 

35 


- 


- 


